
The United Nations 
has declared 2015 as the 
International Year of Soils! 
As part of this global celebration and awareness campaign, the Soil Science Society of 
America (SSSA) and Agronomic Science Foundation (ASF) are inviting all supporters 
to help raise awareness of and promote the sustainability of our limited and vital soil 
resources through various educational materials, promotional videos and specific 
monthly themes.

SSSA and ASF plan to increase:
 -public awareness of the value of soil science, 
 -the visibility of soil scientists in their communities, and
 -highlight soils.org as the premiere place to find soils information.

We need to raise $150,000 to make this a success! Please support this effort with a 
donation that fits your budget or by choosing one of the following sponsorship packages:

Video and Monthly Theme Sponsor $25,000
The SSSA is working with an experienced cartoonist who has worked with the UN 
to develop several educational videos for the public. The artist uses subtle humor, 
wonderful graphics and a quick pace to explain complex topics. There will be 12  
two-minute videos based on the official monthly themes for the International Year  
of Soils (IYS). 

 Benefits:
 -Brand exposure with special acknowledgment on video
 -Brand exposure throughout SSSA website
 -Opportunity to pick from any of the 12 monthly themes
 -Opportunity to utilize the video for your own brand promotion

K-12 Educational Materials and Monthly Theme Sponsor $15,000
SSSA is inviting all educators to discover the amazing story of soils through our vast 
teaching resources which will help them share the world of soils with their students–our 
next generation of soil scientists and enthusiasts! Each month will feature lesson plans 
and activities based on the IYS monthly theme.

 Benefits:
 -Brand exposure on all related educational materials related to monthly theme
 -Brand exposure throughout SSSA website
 -Opportunity to pick from any of the 12 monthly themes

Website Sponsor $7,500
The main focus of all IYS activities will be to drive the audience to the appropriate 
location of the SSSA website at www.soils.org/IYS, where all information and activities 
will reside. Members will be directed to member pages for suggested public engagement 
activities and educators will be directed to the K-12 website at www.soils4teachers.org 
which hosts all activities that go with each monthly theme and subtheme. Make sure to 
place your brand in front of this worldwide audience for the entire year as traffic promises 
to be spectacular!

 Benefits:
 -Brand exposure throughout SSSA website



IYS Monthly Themes
January –Soils Sustain Life
Overview of soils, soil formation, soil ecosystem services and the value of soils.

February –Soils Support Urban Life
Shows the importance of soil to the urban environment, urban gardening, remediation of 
urban soils. 

March –Soils Support Agriculture 
The role of soil in food production, our global food supply and water resources for crops.

April–Soils Clean and Capture Water
Soil’s role in capturing/filtering water, blue/green/gray water and soil, impacts of drought.

May–Soils Support Buildings/Infrastructure
Soil and its connection to engineering and our infrastructure, erosion concerns, homes  
made of soil.

June–Soils Support Recreation
Soil in our state and national parks and forests, lake and stream clean water, and the role of 
healthy soils in sports fields.

July–Soils are Living
Showcases vertebrates and invertebrates that live in the soil, microbes in the soil, and their 
role in healthy soils.

August–Soils Support Health
Food quality and health, anti-microbials, medical science, and health/beauty products that 
come from the soil.

September–Soils Protect the Natural Environment
Soil conservation, erosion/dust/historic disasters, and wetlands/watershed/nutrient legacies 
and their impact.

October–Soils and the Products We Use
Farm to table, products that build our homes, products that we use, and products we consume.

November–Soils and Climate
Soil’s role in carbon sequestration, mitigation and release of greenhouse gases, and  
desertification/drought issues.

December–Soils, Culture, and People
Soil and art, religious and spiritual connections, forensics, and how soil has influenced  
civilization throughout history.


